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In The Geographical Imagination in America, Susan Schulten uses multiple kinds of evidence (including maps, school books, journals and magazines) to explore the history of popular American conceptions of the world and of geographical knowledge.  Based on this investigation, she identifies two main periods of change:  1) the “modernization” of geography, 1880-1920; and 2) the “politicization” of geography, 1900-1950.  The first set of changes involved the influence of science on the field, and the second involved the influence of world events, especially American involvement in imperial projects and world war.  What are some of the implications of Schulten’s analysis?  What do we learn from her about the historical construction of this field of knowledge and, by implication, about some of the historical factors that may shape knowledge more generally?  What educational issues does Schulten’s analysis raise?  
